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Tam worth, NH 03886 

DllAF'T MINUTES - MELTING January 12 ,  1998 
w 

PRESliNT : John Msrsfelder ,  C h r i s  Conrod, Cha r l i e  Townsend, K r i s  Bonta i t  e s ,  
Be t ty  S t  e e l e ,  Marlene Ostrowski 

1. Minutes of  prev ious  meeting accepted.  

2. T reasu re r '  s r e p o r t .  C h a r l i e  presented  a t e n t a t i v e  budget which was d i scussed  
i t e m  by item. 

VOTE I To budget $300 f o r  t r a i l  maintenance. ( ~ o v e d  by Bet ty ,  seconded by c h i s ) .  
Agreed t o  omit funds f o r  T in  M t .  It was f e l t  any funds given t o  Tin Y t .  
should be f o r  s cho la r sh ips  f o r  Tamworth ch i ld ren .  Egreed t o  budget $10 f o r  
ma te r i a l s .  Agreed t o  budget $80 f o r  o f f i c e  expense 

VGTE I1 To approva a budget o f  $940. ( ~ o v e d  by Be t ty ,  seconded by c h a r l i e )  

The budget s t ands  as fo l lows  ; 
NHACC dues - cu r ren t  

- next year  
Ma te r i a l s  
Meeting f e e s  
O f f i c e  Expenses 
T r a i l  Maintenance 
Maps and F l i e r s  
Workshops 

3. By-Laws - d u t i e s  of  t r e a s u r e r .  Cha r l i e  presented  a d r a f t .  There was d i s c u s s i o n  - as t o  wording o f  means t o  withdraw funds from t h e  Conservation Fund. 

VOTd 111 A major i ty  of t h e  Conservation Commission must vo te  i n  t h e  
a f f i rmat ive  t o  withdraw funds from t h e  Conservation Fund. 
( ~ o v e d  by Kris, seconded by Be t ty )  

4. Pionitoring easements. The joc. f o r  t h e  Pmt .of  N . H. F o r e s t s  which a sks  . TCC 
t o  monitor easements i n  Tsmworth a s  reques ted  t h a t  owners be contac ted  
pe r sona l ly .  

5. D o l l a r s  and Sesnse - agreed a l l  would t r y  t o  b r ing  one o t h e r  person t o  t h i s  
workshops, John t o  l e t  each know t h e  da t e .  

6.  Ossipee'Watershed. John r e a d  a l e t t e r  from Pudubon, which a l l  members who 
had been a t  t h e  previous  meeting had rece ived ,  about aninformal meeting at 
d u n n e l l s  H a l l  on Saturday,  January 31. John w i l l  c a l l  any people not at t h e  
previous  meeting, who might be i n t e r e s t e d .  

7. Sand and Gravel permit.  John r ead  a l e t t e r  from Planning Bd. chairman, Nat 
S t e e l e ,  t o  Brox t o  l e t  him know whether t h e  proposed excavat ion r e q u i r e s  a 
permit  as doscr ived  i n  RSP 155E. Both P lanning  Board and TCC had r ece ived  a 
copy from DES o f - t h e  Brox s i te  s p e c i f i c  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

8. Dredge and F i l l  - t o  r e i n f o r c e  an abutment on t h e  br idge  over  ChocoruaRiver 
a t  Sk i  and beach. John and C h r i s  f e l t m  on s i t e  v i s i t  was needed, so John 
wrote DES t h a t  TCC had no ob jec t ion .  Meanwhile Dm had a l r eady  approved t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  with some r o u t i n e  condi t ions .  

9. F o r e s t r y  Minimum Impact. John r epor t ed  two - htrelyn Wallace, and Edward 

'- 
Damon o f  Concord (son o f  Herb & Peggy  amo on). 

10 .  Black Spruce Bog brochure. P lan  had sen t  a draft, but was he was not a b l e  t o  
come t o  t h e  meeting, t h i s  was de fe r r ed  u n t i l  February. - O V E I  - 
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11. Sludge. The bmbrose p i t  near  t h e  Community School - a pub l i c  hear ing  w i l l  
be he ld  t h e  end of  January  o r  e a r l y  Febrauary. Those involved a r e  t r y i n g  t o  . 
work out  an  amicable s o l u t i o n .  

w 
Marlene gave a r e p o r t  on h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  Main concern is  t h a t  s ludge be 
proper ly  appl ied .  The Tamworth Committee h a s n ' t  met. There was d i scuss ion  
as t o  how t o  proceed t o  g e t  a c r o s s  Marlene's thought  t h a t  t h e r e  should be more 
informat ion  and more debate  on t h i s .  She s a i d  Carolyn Snyder had i n t r o -  
duced a p e t i t i o n e d  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Tamworth Town Warrant c a l l i n g  f o r  a 
moratorium. John s a i d  t h e  sub jec t  was becoming ve ry  p o l i t i c i z e d .  He read  
a l e t t e r  from a concern incorpora ted  i n  Tamworth, but whole members were 
a l l  from Masschusetts - New England B ioso l id  and Residual  Associat ion.  
Those involved appear  t o  want a means t o  d i spose  o f  s ludge.  There i s  
p o t e n t i a l  . ~ o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  because o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  held by 
many o f  t h e  inco rpora to r s .  Marlene w i l l  t a l k  with Bruce Robinson, o r  with 
a l l  Selectmen about t h e  Warrant A r t i c l e  on s ludge  and about t h e  bes t  means 
f o r  t h e  committee t o  g i v e  out  information.  

12. Conservat ion Commission Survey. Copies had been given out  t o  each member. 
John asked t h a t  it be f i l l e d  out  and r e tu rned  t o  him as soon as poss ib le .  

13. S o l i d  Waste. Cha r l i e  r epo r t ed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
l and  f i l l .  He passed out  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  He w i l l  r e p o r t  more f u l l y &  t h e  
February meeting, , 

14. NHACC. John i s  a member of  t h e  Board which w i l l  next meet on Wednesday, 
January  14. He passsed out  a list of pending b i l l s ,  tkt Yi6CC must decide 
whether o r  not t o  support  o r  t o  oppose. He asked f o r  membersto check it and 
c a l l  him with op in ions  and comments - e i t h e r  Tuesday, o r  Wednesday morning. 

15 ,  Household Hazardous Waste. John r epor t ed  t h e r e  had been an  improvement i n  
c o s t s  which w i l l  l e a d  t o  a 257% reduct ion  f o r  t h e  comming year .  1998 c o l l e c t i o n  w 
day w i l l  be J u l y  25th. Marlene s a i d  t h e r e  should be information out  now t o  
l e t  people know what t o  save f o r  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  - it should not wait, as it 
u s u a l l y  does,  u n t i l  June. hhe w i l l  draft up something and g i v e  it t o  John. 

E e t t y  S t e e l e  

Draft Minutes - t o  be approved at February 9 t h  meeting. 



THE DOLLARS AND SENSE OF OPEN SPACE - 
Recent studies shed new light on the economic impact of land uses. 

A comparison of tax bills with development in all 234 organized communities in New 
Hampshire found that, on average, property taxes are hioher in communities with: 

laruer tax bases 
more taxable property. 
more residents 
more commercial and industrial development. 

It also found that, in general property taxes are lower in towns with: 
more undeveloped land per year-round resident. 
a high percentage of vacation homes1 

Studies in six New Hampshire towns show that 
open space (even in Current Use) costs 
communities less in services than it brings in 
revenue2. Residential properties require more in 
services than they pay in taxes. 
Commercialllndustrial properties have a lower 
direct cost for services than they generate in 
taxes. However, these properties often 
havensecondary costs" that are not well illustrated - - 0P.n- 
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in this simplified fiscal analysis. i .e - -w) 
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Analyses of the costs of education for 
individual neighborhoods in two 
communities underscore the high cost of 
residential properties3. In Chester, the cost 
to the community (the other !ax payers!) 
ranged from $31,000 to $21 8,000 per 
neighborhood. In a Peterborough 
neighborhood, the cost was $128,424. 

Converting the 268 acre Moose Hill Orchard in Londonderry into 87 housing units 
would cost the taxpayers $2.3 million in additional community services over the next 23 
years. Those costs would continue into the future. Bonding $1.5 million to purchase a 
conservation easement on the property would cost $1.7 million. After the bond was 
paid off, there would be no cost to the tax payers4. 

Based on this information and the current growth rate of 14,000 people per year, New 
Hampshire communities may want to buffer themselves against the high costs of other 
types of land use by selecting important parcels to keep in open space, 

b 



The Dollars and Sense of Open Space is part of New Hampshire Wildlife Federation's 
ongoing Community Conservation Project. A slide show presenting current 
information about the economic impact of selected land uses has been prepared and 
presented by New Hampshire Wildlife Federation and the Society for the Protection of 
New Hampshire Forests. 

Coming next from the Community Conservation Project is a manual for towns, 
summarizing the tools available to those communities that wish to protect open space. 
It will include case study examples of New Hampshire communities that have used 
each technique successfully. 

Much of the information in the slide show, as well as the data on the reverse of this 
sheet is drawn from the following research studies: 

1. Ad Hoc Associates. (1 994) Building a Healthy Squam Lakes Economy. Salisburj, VT 05769. 
2. Auger. Phil. (1 994) Does Open Space Pay? Universrty of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension. 

McFadden, Scott (1 997) Cost of Cornrnunrty Services Study, Town of Peterborough, NH. Peterborough 
Conservation Commission 
Niebling, Charles (1 997) Cost of Cornrnunrty S e ~ c e s  Study, Town of Exeter, NH. Exeter Conservation 

Commission 
3. Lein, Maureen M. (1996) Property Tax Impact Study forthe Town of Chester, NH: The Effect on the Tax 

Rate oi rcreasing Development. Prepared for the Chester Conservation Commission. 
McFadden, Scott (1997) Cost of Communrty Services Study, Town of Peterborough, NH. Peterborough 
Sonservation Commission 

r Ad Hoc Associates. (1 996) Tax Consequences of Consentation or Development of Mack Orchards, 
Londondeny, NU. Salisbury, VT 05769. 

Presentations of the slide show around the state have been co-sponsored by NH Association of 
Conservation Commissions, NH Municipal Association, NH Office of State Planning, NH Timberland 
Owners Association, Statewide Program of Action to Conserve our Environment, Trust for Public Land, 
UNH Cooperative Extension, all nine of the state's regional planning commissions, the Mount Washington 
Economic Council, Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust, Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, Beaver 
Brook Association, Concord Conservation Trust, Harris Center for Conservation Education, Lakes Region 
Conservation Trust, Monadnock Conservancy, Rockingham Land Trust and Upper Valley Land Trust. 

Ne~fi !i~arnpshi?a 'JVidiife Federation gratefully acknowledges the John F. and Dorothy H. McCabe 
Environmental Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, the John Merck Fund, the Merck 
Family Fund and the Patricia Chernoff Charitable Trust, whose support makes this project possible. 

Call New Hampshire Wildlife Federation at 224-5953 for information about scheduling 
the slide show or to obtain a copy of the manual when it is completed. 


